THE SCHOOLS AND THE SCHOLARS
was leisurely, and thorough. "Grammar was the basis of all
culture and must be learned slowly, leisurely, thoroughly
above all it must be gathered from the classics themselves, and
not from all authors alike but from the best authors/'1 Bernard
had a famous saying, which John quoted more than once,
which exactly describes the spirit and the scope of a Chartres
education:
We are as dwarfs mounted on the shoulders of giants, so
that we can see more and further than they; yet not by virtue
of the keenness of our eyesight, nor through die tallness of our
stature, but because we are raised and borne aloft on that
giant mass.
Bernard was, of course, a profoundly learned classical scholar,
and he had so dwelt with his ancient models that he himself
enshrined much of their outlook on life, commending in poem
after poem the serenity and peace which come from the ordered,
meditative, and studious life. Thierry, though hardly less
learned in the classics than his brother, was perhaps a little less
unimpressed by the clamour of modernity, and, because of it
had not quite Bernard's genius as a teacher. At one time he
taught in Paris for a spell, which one cannot imagine Bernard
doing, but he was at heart in the Chartres tradition. John
called him' * a most diligent investigator of the arts' *. He wrote
a summary of the achievements of the liberal spirit in his time,
and the two enormous volumes of it can still be seen at Chartres.
He wrote also a long commentary on rhetoric.
If nimble-wittedness is one characteristic of Bretons a
vehemence, easily becoming quick temper, is another, and both
brothers had it in spite of their emphasis on the blessings of the
1 R. Lane Poole. op. cit., p. 102.
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